Guy Fawkes Night is a traditional celebration held in Britain on November 5. On this day in 1605, the Gunpowder Plot was foiled. It was the plot to blow up the Houses of Parliament and kill King James I of England.

Guy Fawkes was not the leader of the Gunpowder Plot, but he was a man who should set fire to gunpowder gathered under the Houses of Parliament. Guy Fawkes was arrested and executed, along with the other conspirators.

King James decided to celebrate the failure of the plot against his life by lighting bonfires. Guy Fawkes Night continues to be celebrated in Britain with bonfires, on which dummies of Guy Fawkes (called "guys") are often burnt. Before the “guys” are burnt it is traditional for children to display them in the street and ask people for money by calling out, "A penny for the guy". Fireworks displays are an important part of the festival too.

Today Guy Fawkes Day is celebrated in the United Kingdom, and in a number of countries that were formerly part of the British Empire, with parades, fireworks, bonfires, and food.

Today the mask of Guy Fawkes become an Internet meme, the symbol of protest. It was used in different comics and in the film “V for Vendetta”.


